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A Unique Facility 
The Madeley Centre is owned and run by Madeley 
Rural Community Charity (MRCC) on behalf of the 
local community. The Centre is a meeting place for 
the people of Madeley and surrounding villages. 
Many people pop into the Just Jane café for a 
coffee or lunch. The Centre houses the Police, the 
New2U Charity Shop, a free internet café, the 
Community Association which provides social 
transport. The Madeley Tidy Group is based there, 
and the Parish Council holds it meetings in the 
Centre. There are two performing arts groups, 
Pepper Street and Jill Clewes, which provide 
theatre and performance training for young and 
old alike.  
 
The Madeley Centre offers a huge range of 
activities catering for all age groups.  
Mothers and babies: My Baby Time and a child development 
clinic.  
Children and teenagers: Karate, Kung Fu, Dodgeball, Table 
Tennis, Performing Arts and a youth-club drop-in.  
Adults: Pilates, Zumba, Yoga/Meditation, Line Dancing, 
Choirs, Tea Dances, Slimming World, Indoor Bowling, 
Community Bingo and Darby and Joan.  
The U3A (set up for retired and semi-retired but open to all. 
Membership £12.50 a year): 32 activities including: local 
walks, table tennis, painting and drawing, art appreciation, 
book groups, card and board games, sewing, patchwork and 
quilting, croquet, computers, discussions, family history, film 
and theatre visits, French, Latin, local outings, local 
landscape and history, music appreciation, philosophy, 
photography, T’ai Chi, poetry and tennis. There are also very 
popular Quiz and Music Evenings.  
Other events: car boot sale, beer festival, farmers’ market, 
Summer and Christmas Festivals, performances by local 
bands and dances.  
Family bookings: birthday parties, weddings, funerals and 
receptions.  
Corporate Events: use by local firms for training, 
presentations and away-days. 
 
Since the Madeley Centre opened there has been 
a huge increase in the range of opportunities on 
offer to local people. It offers far more activities 
than you would find in most communities of 
similar size, and we are hoping that even more 
people will take advantage of this unique facility. 

Management 
The recent AGM of the charity elected a new 
Management Committee:  
Steve Hurd (Chair), Debbie Burns (Vice Chair), Tony Polwart 
(Company Secretary), Jayne Green (Treasurer), Ali Spender, 
Steve Evans and Derek Miller.  
Most have lived or worked in the village for many 
years. They include: a lawyer, accountant, 
economist, business man, charity organiser and 
fundraiser, project manager and social organiser 
and a long-standing member from the original 
Madeley centre planning group. In addition to the 
Management Committee, who are all unpaid 
Trustees of the charity, the Centre is run on a day-
to-day basis by its paid staff:  
Heather Grant (Manager), Wendi Vyse (Finance Officer), 3 
part-time caretakers John Wilson, Lee and Jason Windsor 
and 2 part-time cleaners Rosina Lee and Ann Maydew. 
We also benefit from the selfless work by 
volunteers who help out at the Centre on a regular 
basis, 
 
Funding 
While the Madeley Centre charity received grants 
towards its construction, it now has to raise funds 
to cover all its costs, including staffing and other 
running costs, long-term maintenance and repair 
of the building, as well as building up a reserve to 
cover eventualities. 
 
The main source of funds for the Madeley Centre 
is the fee income it collects from letting out rooms 
and the Hall. This has to be supplemented with any 
money we can get from fund-raising events, 
donations and grants. Cut-backs in local authority 
spending have been a blow to the Madeley Centre 
and many other Community Centres around the 
country. Staffordshire County Council found it 
necessary to stop its support for our Children’s 
Centre and Newcastle Borough has closed its 
Madeley Centre office for local services. This has 
punched a large hole in the Centre’s finances. 
 
 We have to work hard now to attract new users 
and groups to the Centre. Current room rates, 



which start at £12 an hour, are being reviewed. 
Our rates are low by comparison with other 
venues around Staffordshire and most cannot 
match the quality of facilities we offer. We need 
urgently to find another use for the Children’s 
Centre. It was purpose built with sinks and toilets 
for tiny-tots and we would like, ideally, to find 
another child-care provider to take it on.  
 
The Healthy Living Suite, formerly used for 
physiotherapy, is ideal for a medical related use. 
We are approaching other physio groups and 
chiropodists/podiatrists in the area. Setting up a 
nail bar in the suite is another possibility. This 
would cater for a younger age group, including 
mothers using our child care activities. Letting out 
these two suites is an urgent priority for us. If any 
of you reading this know of a suitable small 
business that might fit the bill by providing a 
valuable service missing in the community at 
present time, then do please contact me directly 
(Steve Hurd email: stevehurdmrcc@gmail.com 
Tel. 01782 750338) 
   
OTHER NEWS 
Feed in Tariff 
The Madeley Centre generates its own electricity 
from solar panels on the roof of the Hall and also 
has circulating warm water, that is heated from 
thermal solar panels and heat pumps under the 
ground. When the heating is insufficient on cold 
days a gas fired fuel BlueGen cell produces extra 
heat and electricity. 
 
For a number of reasons, the Feed-in Tariffs 
which the Centre receives for the power it puts 
into the grid had not been claimed since June 
2016. However, we have now restored the link 
with the power company and should shortly be 
receiving £6,200 in back payments.  
 
Essential Repairs 
As the Madeley Rural Community Charity owns 
the Madeley Centre building we are responsible 
for carrying out essential maintenance work. We 
are currently undertaking various minor repairs 
that had been left due to lack of funds. 
 
Two current problems we face are water leaks 
from the atrium windows above the cafeteria and 
two leaks that have appeared from the ceiling of 

the Hall following the recent snow. Such things 
are inevitable with any large public building. They 
emphasise the need to have sound finances and 
adequate reserves for contingencies. 
 
If you have a Problem 
The core work of the Madeley Centre is as a 
Meetings Venue. If we are to succeed we have to 
do this job well. Inevitably, from time to time, 
things go wrong, and we will do our best to deal 
with complaints promptly, pleasantly and 
reasonably.  
 
If you have experienced a problem of any sort 
while using the Madeley Centre then please 
contact, in the first instance, the Centre Manager, 
Heather Grant, 
heather.grant@madeleycentre.co.uk, Telephone 
01782 751808. If Heather is unavailable please 
contact Steve Hurd, Chair of Trustees, 
stevehurdmrcc@gmail.com, 01782 750338. 
 
Becoming a Member of MRCC 
Members of the Madeley Rural Community 
Charity have a great influence on the way the 
charity is run. We try to attract members that 
represent all groups of people living in Madeley. 
Members can express their ideas and vote at the 
Annual General and other meetings and they 
elect Trustees to the Management Committee.  
 
In order to maintain an accurate list of members 
the Trustees have decided to activate the 
provision in the constitution to introduce an 
annual membership fee of £2.50 (£5 for two 
years). This will apply to all new members from 
April 1st 2018 and to renewing members from 
April 1st 2019. In addition to any formal meetings 
we intend during 2018-9 to hold one social event 
where members can discuss their ideas for 
improving the charity over a cuppa. Other things 
may develop from this. If you would like to 
become a member of the Charity please contact 
the Centre Manager, Heather Grant, 
heather.grant@madeleycentre.co.uk, Telephone 
01782 751808 for a membership form. 
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